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Mission Statement
To provide a place of refuge, peace, restoration, and hope, dedicated to help people 

establish intimacy with Jesus Christ and those they love. 
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The wonders and provision of God never cease to amaze 
me.  Even after living in this realm for pretty much my 
whole life, I am still awed with the wonders of God’s 
works.  In this newsletter, I hope you will sense this very 
powerfully and be encouraged to join us in prayer for 
more of God’s incredible provision, as well as lift your 
voice to Him in praise for all His wondrous works. He 
has a plan and sometimes we only see little pieces of it 
while other times we see much much bigger pieces.  All 
this adds up to an opportunity to walk in faith that “He 
who began this good work will bring 
it to completion…”  

Staff
It is always just a little bit scary when 
we get to realize we need more staff 
and in that, to trust the Lord for raising 
up the answer to that need.  The 6 of 
us on staff here at The Wilderness are 
a tight knit family.  In fact, some of us 
literally are family.  When it becomes 
evident that we need to open that door 
and look for the right fit, we desper-
ately desire God’s perfect leading in 
fulfilling that need. It also is vitally 
important to the unity of the staff team 
here that that person is of God’s choos-
ing. We have been bumping up against 
this need now for quite awhile, since 
Caleb and Marilyn left.  The challenge is that, although 
we each have our special gifts and abilities, every one of 
us on staff here needs to be flexible and adaptable to rise 
to the occasion and help meet whatever need is before 
us at the time.  We need to have a servant’s heart to do 
whatever needs to be done at that moment. Currently we 
have need for help, not only in the area of grounds and 
building maintenance, but also in the arena of cleaning, 
whether at the office, prayer cabins, Fellowship Center, 
group cabins, shower houses, outhouses, etc. We are 
looking to the Lord for His leading as we grow our staff 
team and for the financial provision for salaries and/or 
hourly pay. Please pray with us that the Lord will pro-
vide everything and everyone to meet this need.   

Variance Permit Denied 
It is extremely frustrating that when we own the property 
all around a swamp with no other neighbors within 2000 
feet, that we can’t put the cabins where we felt that the 
Lord had said to put it.  But we were denied, so we’ve 
had to move two Prayer Cabins 40 feet up from the wet-
land. I wish I could change 
their minds, but that takes go-
ing to court, dollars, and time. 
I don’t feel we should be do-
ing this, so we move on.  

Shower House Progress— 
Building permit granted!  
Answered prayer for good 
soil for natural gravity drain 

field!  Yeah!  So, 
on June 16th, the 
septic went in the 
ground.  PTL!!  
The well went 
in on July 13th.  
There was mirac-
ulous provision 
of God again for 
this! Someone 

who had read the last newsletter, saw 
the need for the well and the cost, and 
felt the Lord tell them to bring a check 
to cover it.  So they came and handed 
me a check for $23,500!  Hallelujah!  
Isn’t God amazing?

Hope Cabin
The site is being cleared the week of this writing. Then 
we will stake it out, and shoot elevations, and place the 
order for the engineered posts.  We plan to order the in-
terior wall and ceiling material this week as well. Floor-
ing and stone work will follow soon.  I am hoping to get 
Direct Bore to come soon and shoot in the electric ser-
vice. Windows have been ordered.  So, soon things will 
be taking shape.  Excitement is building as everything 
comes together!  

Possible Architect Group Able to Help with Plans
Thanks for your prayers!  I am excited about a meeting 
I had June 21with the owner of an architect firm called 
The Design Connection.  Aaron is a believer and has 
done work for other camps and has expressed an interest 
and desire to be of help to The Wilderness Prayer Cabin 
expansion. He has a team of 12 draftsmen, so he feels 
they may be able to produce designs fairly quickly to 
meet the permit needs that we have.  We will be meet-
ing again soon to work on more details. I believe God 
is bringing a team of “critical need” people together to 
accomplish His work.  Please keep this also in prayer!

11th Cabin Site Chosen— 9 spots left 
It was exciting to meet with dear friends and longtime 
guests of The Wilderness to walk through and choose the 
site of the Prayer Cabin they want to build in memory of 
her brother.  The deer flies and mosquitos joined us, but 
after looking at all the sites,  and then revisiting 2 spe-
cific sites, the decision was made.  We are now excited 
to begin the custom development and design of the 2Septic tank going in!

Digging the well

We’ve got water!



floor plan and structure that will nestle into that special 
spot!  

50th Anniversary
We are putting to-
gether a fun day to 
celebrate our 50th 
Anniversary and 
we’d love to have 
you join us!  It will 
be a day of thanks-
giving and praise 
for what God has 
brought about.  A 
review of our his-
tory, tours of all of 

our cabins and of the grounds, and more - all wrapping 
up with an evening of praise looking forward to the fu-
ture.  It is all in the planning stages.  We hope you can 
join in the celebration! 
 
Volunteers Needed!
This year more than ever, we have need for volunteers to 
help us.  If you want to put together a group of workers 
and come for a day or even part of a day, we’d welcome 
it and would be so appreciative.  Some of our projects 
include trimming branches alongside the roads, dress-
ing garden beds, making wood chips, stacking wood in 
baskets, cleaning, clearing, and many more projects that 
you could help with if you are interested.  Please keep 
us all in prayer as so many “irons are in the fire” here.  
Huge thanks! 

Still Room for Marriage Retreat Sept 30-Oct 2
This marriage weekend is the best marriage weekend 
Renee and I have ever been involved in.  We mean it!  

We still have room for guests 
to come, but you will have to 
find lodging somewhere off 
site as our prayer cabins are 
all filled. (Need more prayer 
cabins, huh? We’re working 
on it!)  You won’t regret this 
great weekend, gaining more 
understanding on what God’s 
design and plan for marriage 
really is!  Wow!! Would love 

to have you with us. Call the office to register.  

Need for Staff Housing
We are beginning to think of the need for more housing 
for potential staff.  Any ideas?  Living close by or onsite 
is very important to meet all of the various needs that 
arise.  Pray with us for God’s provision of this.

Worship in the Park Aug 20th
Would love to have you come and join us!  It’s always a 
great time of worship together at Crooked Lake Park in 
Siren, WI.  Bring friends! 

-Randy

Randy Klawitter is married to Renee, and 
they have four children, five grandchildren, 
two sons-in-law, 2 daughters-in-law and 
a dog. Randy is the Executive Director of 
TWFM and is the son of TWF Founders 
Dick and Lois Klawitter. Randy has been in-

volved in virtually every TWF project since its beginning 
and wears multiple hats as builder, greeter, mechanic, work 
crew leader, equipment operator, etc, and fills in wherever 
needed. If you have questions or comments, email Randy at 
randy@wildernessfellowship.com.
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Lakeside - 1973

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2022
It’s a Jubilee! So, please come and jubilate with us as we celebrate the 50th Anniversary of The Wilderness Fellowship on 
Saturday, September 17, from 10 am – 9 pm!  (Come and go as you please.)  

We’ll kick off the day with a pancake breakfast at 10:00 am.  There will be self-guided tours of all of our cabins, as well as 
a Points of Interest hunt, times of reminiscing with our founder, Dick Klawitter, an Old-Time Photo Booth, and more!  We’ll 
end with a Celebration Worship Service, praising God for His goodness, faithfulness, and provision over these last 50 years 
and trusting Him for the future!  If you are able to come, please let us know by registering on the event page on our website, 
or calling the office at: 715-488-8564



Guest Feedback
You have hit the nail right on the head!  EVERYTHING 
was perfectly wonderful! Wow!  I am so impressed 
and so grateful there are people who desire to pro-
vide a peaceful getaway sanctuary for spiritual well-
ness, restoration and quiet prayer life experience.  
God bless you all, God bless your work.   — AH

This was dreamy!  Staff was very helpful and friendly.  
Grounds were well-kept and beautiful.  Most peace-
ful couple of days I’ve had since I can remember.  
Well needed and appreciated. Thank you and God 
bless you and your ministry.  — MS

Loved every moment reflecting, seeking discern-
ment and direction.  Beautiful place for a personal 
escape.  Thank you.  — KL

This is the best place.  Every time I come there is 
more healing.  — KA

Re: April Marriage Retreat:

I have been to several marriage conferences and 
workshops on marriage, but this one is the best 
I’ve ever experienced.  They achieved their goal of 
moving past finding God’s redemptive grace in con-
ventional Christian culture regarding marriage, to 
finding God’s idea of a “good marriage” based on 
heavenly culture.  Deeply moving and immensely 
practical.  Thank you! — E&RS

This was a beautiful 
time!  Thanks so much 
for everything.  We en-
joyed all of the teach-
ing, nature, bits of 
wisdom from conver-
sations, and wonderful 
community time.  Cabin 
was peaceful and spot-
less. 
— T&LW

EMBRACE CABIN 

Call The Wilderness office at 715-488-8564 to find out more 
details and to register. Or you can register online at: 

www.wildernessfellowship.com/events. 

W I T H  J O N  &  A M Y  C L A U S S E N
2022 DATES:  

SEP. 30-OCT. 2
2023 DATES:  

JAN. 27-29, APR. 28-30, OCT. 6-8

THE
ULTIMATE

Marriage Retreat
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Can I Donate Stock to the Wilderness?
Yes! And there are benefits for you and the ministry.

Donating stock is easy to do, and may reduce your income 
taxes and increase the amount you can contribute.  Here’s 
how it works:     
Let’s say - for example - you bought 100 shares of XYZ 
Corp. more than a year ago at $20 per share, for a cost basis 
of $2,000 (100 x $20). If XYZ now trades at $50 per share, 
the fair market value of your 100 shares has risen to $5,000 
(100 x $50).   And you have a $3,000 taxable gain ($5,000 
market value - $2,000 cost basis). If you sell those shares 
and donate the after-tax proceeds, you would owe federal 
and state income taxes of about $600 assuming a 20% tax 
rate ($3,000 capital gain x 20% tax rate).  After selling and 
paying taxes, you have $4,400 of cash left over to donate 
($5,000 - $600).  
Alternatively, instead of selling you could donate the same 
100 shares of XYZ directly to the Wilderness.  The $3,000 
capital gain is not recognized for tax purposes, so the $600 in 
taxes goes away.  Either way, you can generally itemize the 
$5,000 contribution as a charitable tax deduction.  
This example assumes the shares given are of a publicly 
traded company, and you have held the shares for at least one 
year (called “long-term”).  Shares held less than one year (or 
“short-term”), or shares of a privately held company have 
different and less advantaged tax implications.  If you have 
stock with a loss (market value is less than the cost basis), it 
is usually better to sell it and give the proceeds, not donate it 
directly, so you can take the loss as a reduction of income on 
your tax return.  Please consult with your tax advisor about 
your specific tax situation as the information provided here 
is general in nature and not intended to be used as tax advice.
If you wish to explore donating stock, please contact the 
Wilderness’ Treasurer, Brian Stephany at bdstephany@
gmail.com or 763-732-8398. He can help answer any ques-
tions and can send you a simple one-page form to complete.  
This is then given to your stock broker who will facilitate the 
donation per your instructions.  Please ensure your broker 
knows not to sell the stock but to “transfer in-kind”.

— Brian Stephany — 
TWFM BOARD TREASURER



NEEDS  L IST
Need—Mechanic willing to fix our Tracker clutch or 
transmission

Need —4 door, automatic transmission, 4x4, Chevy 
Tracker, Suzuki Samurai, or Geo Tracker 

Urgent!— Plumber to help with the new Shower House. 
One of the urgent needs we have is for a plumber who is 
willing to help us get the rough-in for all of the floor fix-
tures first, then the in-floor heat loops. We need to pour the 
cement floors and get the outside finished before winter 
because we expect to have the Grace Prayer Cabin ready 
for use by spring, and the shower house must be done 
before we can open the cabin to meet water codes. Please 
pray for this need! To have volunteer help with it could 
save TWFM thousands of dollars.  Anybody out there who 
could help us do this?

MORLEY’S MAPLE SYRUP 
FOR  SALE  AT  TWFM OFF ICE
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Gift Certificates can be purchased online or 
by mail. Please follow instructions on our 

website. 
www.wildernessfellowship.com

Personalized Gift Certificates

Memorials
James & Lori Agrimson

Arleth Anderson
Keith Anderson

Harvey & Amy Matheson
Edwin & Janet Berlien

Mark Helling
Mark & Cindy Johnson

Paul Kragness
Gene & Diane Morfitt

Dennis & Angel Peterson
Todd & Cheryl Riggs

Steve & Naomi Staruch
Brian & Kate Stephany

Rob Zak
Dale Anderson Family
Don & Sue Anderson

Ramona Anderson
Larry & Juanita Bennett

Betty Conklin
Tim & Carol Culliton
Fred & Marky Davis

Jason Ehlinger Family
Jerry Ehlinger

Zach Eisold
Dave & Deb Goldbach

Darla Gruber
Paul & Marilyn Huskamp

Judy Johnson
Rick & Karen Klawitter

Alvin & Cathy Kohlhepp
Bev Larson

Craig & Jean Leafblad
Jeannine Maloney

Matt & Pam Mattoon
Pat Mattoon

Sheldon & Sue Moss
Amanda Nut

Cecile Ormston
Kyokai & Kimiko Oku

Jad & Julie Roeske
Dallas & Kathy Swanstrom

Jodie Wellskopf Family

Vern Johnson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
MaraNatha Marshaw
Lindsay Rose Berlien
LTJG Marvin Helling, USN
Rev. Walter G. Johnson
Don Uhlman
Harold & Margaret Hermann
Charles Pearson
Vern C. Johnson
Dale Anderson; Tim Olson
Dennis C. Stephany
Max Sundberg
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson
Dale Anderson

       Given By      In Memory Of

Like us on Facebook
THE WILDERNESS 

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES

Honorariums
Martha Nwaobia Jeremiah & Jessica Anderson

       Given By      In Honor Of



Worship in the Park – August 20, 2022 – 7:00 pm
Join us at Crooked Lake Park in Siren, WI for a night of worship by the lake! We also have the pavillion reserved 
for the evening, so feel free to show up early and bring a picnic supper! We look forward to seeing you there!

50th Anniversary Celebration – September 17, 2022
You are invited to join us September 17, 2022 as we REFLECT on God’s blessing and provision over the past 50 
years and EXPECT great things as He leads us into the future! We look forward to seeing you there! See more 
info on page 3.

Ultimate Marriage Retreat with Jon & Amy Claussen – Sep 30 - Oct 2
The Ultimate Marriage Retreat is a call to hope, greatness, and destiny for every marriage. We begin with the Fa-
ther’s original culture, and from His starting point, we drop a plumb line to help you build the ultimate marriage. 
It’s time to learn what heaven’s idea about marriage truly is – because it’s way bigger than you think! Register 
today by calling the office at: 715-488-8564!

Wilderness Worship – 3rd Saturday of every month – 7:00 pm
An hour and a half of worshiping the Lord in song! No agenda, no preaching, just worship. If you’re unable to 
attend in person you can join us on our FaceBook livestream.

Updates to all TWFM events will be posted on the Events Calendar
on our website;  subject to change without notice.
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